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City of anarchy

Kowloon Walled City, located not far from the former Kai Tak Airport, was a remarkable high-rise
squatter camp that by the 1980s had 50,000 residents. A historical accident of colonial Hong Kong,
it existed in a lawless vacuum until it became an embarrassment for Britain.
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The area’s intercon-
nected high-rise
towers were built
without architects and
engineers, and
ungoverned by Hong
Kong’s building and
sanitation regulations
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There were several
schools and
kindergartens,
some of them run
by organisations
such as the
Salvation Army

Despite its daunting,
squalid appearance and
reputation for lawless-
ness, many of Kowloon
Walled City’s former
residents remember it
fondly. It may have been
the City of Darkness to
outsiders, but to
thousands who called it
home, it was a friendly,
tight-knit community
that was poor but
generally happy
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fabrication shops
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or so industrial
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were found
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and fifth floors

Electric wires were
placed outdoors to
prevent fires

There were many
heroin dealers but
they were
untouchable. Police
could only arrest
non-residents
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The street-level shops were a mix of
unlicensed dentists and doctors,
market stalls and cafes that often Authorities
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From fortress to park narrow alleys
The Walled City underwent a dramatic transformation in the final decades of the 20th century
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inhabitants inhabitants inhabitants inhabitants inhabitants inhabitants demolished and a park that looked
| : : : like a typical Chinese garden was built
2o 2 in its place. But it kept a few original
elements from the Walled City, such
as old cannons and remnants of the
South Gate and its entrance plaques
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